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UM’S HCOP PROGRAM GETS $400,000 FEDERAL GRANT
MISSOULA—
The Health Careers Opportunity Program at The University of Montana-Missoula has
received a three-year, $421,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services to support academic enrichment activities for American Indian students.
UM is the only institution in Montana funded for HCOP, which is offered by the
School of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. This marks the program’s fifth year at UM.
The summer enrichment program introduces students to careers in health-related fields
through courses in math, science, English and pharmacy. Although it’s open to all minority
and disadvantaged students, the UM program targets Indians as a means of bringing more of
them into pharmacy and physical therapy, professions in which they’re underrepresented.
The six-week experience is “pretty intense,” according to Lori Morin, the pharmacy
school’s associate dean for students affairs. “We have them busy for every waking hour,” she
said, “but it’s not drudgery. We have evening talking circles, bringing in Indian role models
who are working in a variety of settings. On weekends we’ve taken the students on rafting
trips and other outings.” The students also get academic and career advising, Morin said.
The program operates on two tracks, one for high school juniors and seniors, and one
for college freshmen and sophomores. “The program is tailor-made to the students’ needs,”
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Morin said.
Academic activities, while based on the UM campus, also include “job shadowing,”
she said. “Students actually visit practice sites and spend time with different practitioners.”
Practice sites in Missoula have included St. Patrick Hospital, Palmer Drug, Rosauers Drug,
Osco Drug and Tidyman’s.
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